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Introduction

Hampton Roads is a dynamic metropolitan region complete with a rich history, a diverse
landscape, and a growing population of more than 1.7 million people. The region’s vibrant
mix of people, places, and employment opportunities combine to make Hampton Roads a
choice destination for people to live, work, and play. As with any metropolitan area, there
are many factors that have bearing on the region’s quality of life. A closer look at a network
of socioeconomic metrics is necessary to understand the region’s strengths and weaknesses
and to provide context for the challenges that face the region.

The purpose of the Hampton Roads Regional Benchmarking Study is to shed light on metrics
and statistics that provide insight into the region’s well-being, and to present information to
assist in the decision-making process on matters pertaining to quality of life. To that end,
the benchmarking study provides over 150 graphs and illustrations to help better understand
Hampton Roads’ relative well-being, both compared to other regions and with respect to
changing regional trends.

The Study is comprised of 14 sections that cover measures of the region’s economy, various
industries, demographics, transportation system, education system, government finances,
and quality of life. It also includes metrics on each of the regions’ localities in relation to one
another.

The introduction section begins with a table which ranks and compares Hampton Roads on a
variety of metrics to the 39 reference metropolitan areas which have a population between 1
and 4 million. It also contains a data profile for the region and each of the 17 member locali-
ties of the HRPDC (sources for the data are found on page 22).

This study may best be used as a reference guide to assist in understanding the various facets
of the regional economy. Graphs, illustrations, and datasets are available for download via
the Commission’s website linked here.
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American Community Survey Data for Hampton Roads
Uses American Community Survey One-Year Estimates 2019
Ranking is from Largest Value (Rank 1) to Smallest Value (Rank 39)

Hampton Roads Median
Category Value Rank* MSA Value  Virginia USA
Demographics
Median Age 36.8 28 37.7 38.5 38.5
% of Population 17 & Younger 21.9% 24 22.3% 21.8% 22.2%
% of Population 65 & Older 15.2% 21 15.2% 15.9% 16.5%
% of the Population Who are White and NonHispanic 54.6% 29 63.5% 61.8% 60.7%
% of the Population Who are Black or African American anc  30.1% 4 11.9% 18.8% 12.3%
% of the Population Who are Hispanic 7.1% 26 9.9% 9.4% 18.0%
% of Population Who Moved in Past Year 16.3% 11 14.8% 14.7% 13.7%
% of Population Who Are Foreign Born 7.0% 29 9.4% 12.7% 13.7%
% of Who Don't Speak English at Home 9.6% 32 13.4% 16.8% 22.0%
Commuting
Mean Travel Time to Work (Minutes) 24.6 30 26.1 29.1 27.6
% Who Traveled to Work by Public Transit 1.6% 27 1.9% 4.4% 5.0%
% Who Worked Outside County of Residence 45.5% 2 22.7% 42.8% 24.2%
Education
% of People Who Completed High School 91.7% 11 90.8% 89.7% 88.0%
% of People Who Have a Bachelor's Degree 32.9% 27 35.8% 39.6% 33.1%
% of People Who Have an Advanced Degree 13.3% 21 13.5% 17.2% 12.8%
Housing
Average Household Size 251 28 2.56 2.6 2.61
Average Family Size 3.09 32 3.18 3.18 3.23
% of Households With Children in Residence 29.0% 24 29.5% 29.0% 29.6%
% of Housing Units that are Owner-Occupied 61.1% 30 65.1% 66.1% 64.1%
% Owners Spending >30% Income on Housing 28.9% 9 24.3% 24.6% 26.6%
% Renters Spending >30% Income on Housing 47.9% 18 47.3% 46.0% 48.5%
Employment and Income
% Labor Force Participation 67.1% 13 66.3% 66.0% 63.6%
% of Labor Force in the Armed Forces 6.3% 1 0.1% 1.9% 0.5%
Median Household Income $69,329 16 $66,417 $76,456 $65,712
Per Capita Income $35,032 24 $36,358 $40,635 $35,672
Other Indicators
Gini Coefficient 0.44 37 0.46 0.47 0.48
% of People in Poverty 10.6% 21 10.9% 9.9% 12.3%
% of Children Under 18 Years in Poverty 16.0% 16 14.9% 13.4% 16.8%
% of People With a Disability 13.1% 14 12.2% 12.2% 12.7%
% of Veterans in the Civilian Population 15.2% 1 6.8% 10.0% 6.9%
% without Health Insurance Coverage 7.3% 21 7.7% 7.9% 9.2%
% of Children without Health Insurance 4.3% 19 4.3% 4.9% 5.7%
*Rank & Median Value is for all MSAs with 2019 Populations between 1 - 4 Million, 39 in Total
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Gloucester

Smithfield

Isle of Wight
County

Virginia Beach

Southampton

County Suffolk

Chesapeake

Population (2020) 1,748,769
Area in Square Miles 2909
Population Density (2020) 601.2
Population Growth 2015—2020 15,342
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 0.9%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 -0.9%
Employment (2020) 772,641
Unemployment (2020) 7.1%
Poverty Rate (2019) 10.6%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $106,014
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 92.9%
Median Household Income (2019) $66,759
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Population (2020) 249,422
Area in Square Miles 340
Population Density (2020) 733.6
Population Growth 2015—2020 11,139
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 4.7%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 2.0%
Employment (2020) 99,334
Unemployment (2020) 6.1%
Poverty Rate (2019) 6.6%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $108,405
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 94.0%
Median Household Income (2019) $78,640
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Population (2020)

Area in Square Miles

Population Density (2020)

Population Growth 2015—2020

Percent Population Growth 2015-2020

Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020

Employment (2020)

Unemployment (2020)

Poverty Rate (2019)

Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018)

On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020)

Median Household Income (2019)
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8,180
8
1,022.5
-355
-4.2%
-7.0%
4,200
8.5%
8.2%
$68,491
90.0%

$40,417
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Population (2020) 38,711
Area in Square Miles 225
Population Density (2020) 172
Population Growth 2015—2020 1,639
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 4.4%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 -1.0%
Employment (2020) 9,212
Unemployment (2020) 5.4%
Poverty Rate (2019) 6.1%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $117,103
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 92.7%
Median Household Income (2019) $70,537
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Population (2020) 137,148
Area in Square Miles 52
Population Density (2020) 2,637.5
Population Growth 2015—2020 -1,478
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 -1.1%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 -7.6%
Employment (2020) 49,695
Unemployment (2020) 8.5%
Poverty Rate (2019) 10.6%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $79,963
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 96.2%
Median Household Income (2019) $56,287
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Population (2020) 38,606
Area in Square Miles 316
Population Density (2020) 122.2
Population Growth 2015—2020 2,168
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 5.9%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 -1.7%
Employment (2020) 10,516
Unemployment (2020) 5.1%
Poverty Rate (2019) 7.3%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $118,489
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 92.5%
Median Household Income (2019) $73,991
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Population (2020) 78,254
Area in Square Miles 153
Population Density (2020) 511.5
Population Growth 2015—2020 4,929
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 6.7%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 -6.6%
Employment (2020) 26,039
Unemployment (2020) 6.9%
Poverty Rate (2019) 4.2%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $159,265
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 91.5%
Median Household Income (2019) $87,678
Hampton Roads Benchmarking Study 4)\) Pnc



N, = f

o
b/
Ly

Introduction

O\
0]

4ET A , BEAE
-AOAAT 1 OO0 ,8 (AOC
$AOCOEA (8 *Al EET O
3EAOIT 08 3A1 0O
OAOOEAEA 08 711 AA

Population (2020) 186,247
Area in Square Miles 70
Population Density (2020) 2,660.7
Population Growth 2015—2020 2,793
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 1.5%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 2.0%
Employment (2020) 99,479
Unemployment (2020) 8.7%
Poverty Rate (2019) 11.8%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $84,888
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 93.9%
Median Household Income (2019) $53,215
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Population (2020)
Area in Square Miles
Population Density (2020)
Population Growth 2015—2020
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020
Employment (2020)
Unemployment (2020)

Poverty Rate (2019)

Median Household Income (2019)
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238,005

54

4,407.5

-9,184
-3.7%

-4.9%

132,792
8.7%

Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018)

On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020)

14.0%

$79,320

87.0%

$51,590
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Population (2020) 12,460
Area in Square Miles 16
Population Density (2020) 778.8
Population Growth 2015—2020 101
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 0.8%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 3.2%
Employment (2020) 1,717
Unemployment (2020) 4.2%
Poverty Rate (2019) 4.0%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $129,250
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 95.0%
Median Household Income (2019) $97,118
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Population (2020) 97,915
Area in Square Miles 33
Population Density (2020) 2,067.1
Population Growth 2015—2020 1,041
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 1.1%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 -3.4%
Employment (2020) 43,184
Unemployment (2020) 9.6%
Poverty Rate (2019) 12.8%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $79,242
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 89.8%
Median Household Income (2019) $52,175

Hampton Roads Benchmarking Study

HAMPTON ROADS

AS—



Population (2020)

Introduction

- AUl
6 EAA
- 08
- 08
- 08
- 08

- 08

Area in Square Miles

Population Density (2020)

Population Growth 2015—2020

Percent Population Growth 2015-2020

Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020

Employment (2020)

Unemployment (2020)

Poverty Rate (2019)

Taxable Value of Real Estate (2017)
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020)

Median Household Income (2019)
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Population (2020) 17,996
Area in Square Miles 600
Population Density (2020) 30
Population Growth 2015—2020 -555
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 -3.0%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 -6.4%
Employment (2020) 3,509
Unemployment (2020) 5.0%
Poverty Rate (2019) 6.7%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $84,808
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 93.4%
Median Household Income (2019) $61,348
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Population (2020) 94,324
Area in Square Miles 400
Population Density (2020) 235.8
Population Growth 2015—2020 3,898
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 4.3%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 12.6%
Employment (2020) 32,063
Unemployment (2020) 6.5%
Poverty Rate (2019) 8.5%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $104,152
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 87.4%
Median Household Income (2019) $74,884

HAMPTON ROADS

Hampton Roads Benchmarking Study




\ Introduction

3000U #I

Y

Ol OU

i £ 30DAOOE

Population (2020)

Area in Square Miles

Population Density (2020)

Population Growth 2015—2020

Percent Population Growth 2015-2020

Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020

Employment (2020)

Unemployment (2020)

Poverty Rate (2019)

Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018)

On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020)

Median Household Income (2019)
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6,561
279
23.5
-258
-3.8%
-17.0%
2,060
5.7%
11.8%
$141,401
93.1%

$57,962
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Population (2020) 459,470
Area in Square Miles 248
Population Density (2020) 1,852.7
Population Growth 2015—2020 5,970
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 1.3%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 -3.3%
Employment (2020) 167,802
Unemployment (2020) 6.2%
Poverty Rate (2019) 5.0%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $126,450
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 94.2%
Median Household Income (2019) $76,610
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Population (2020)

15,425

Area in Square Miles

9

Population Density (2020)

1,713.9
565

Population Growth 2015—2020

3.8%

Percent Population Growth 2015-2020

Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020

-17.3%
10,838

Employment (2020)

8.2%

Unemployment (2020)

Poverty Rate (2019)

6.6%

Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018)

On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020)

$121,738

91.5%

$57,463

Median Household Income (2019)
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Population (2020) 70,045
Area in Square Miles 106
Population Density (2020) 660.8
Population Growth 2015—2020 579
Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 0.8%
Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 -10.6%
Employment (2020) 19,458
Unemployment (2020) 5.6%
Poverty Rate (2019) 4.0%
Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) $131,563
On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) 97.0%
Median Household Income (2019) $92,069
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Data Sources:

Population (2020) - Weldon Cooper Center

Area in Square Miles — HRPDC

Population Density (2020) - Weldon Cooper Center, HRPDC

Population Growth 2015—2020 — Weldon Cooper Center, HRPDC

Percent Population Growth 2015-2020 — Weldon Cooper Center, HRPDC

Percent Employment Growth 2015-2020 —Virginia Employment Center, HRPDC
Employment (2020) - Virginia Employment Commission

Unemployment (2020) - Virginia Employment Commission

Poverty Rate (2019) - U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey

Per Capita Taxable Value of Real Estate (2018) - Virginia Auditor of Public Accounts,
Weldon Cooper Center, HRPDC

On Time High School Graduation Rate (2020) - Virginia Department of Education

1 Median Household Income (2019) - U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey
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